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Introduction 

Iôm writing this in 2009, near the end of the first decade of this new century and new millennium. There 

were millennia before that, but weôre using the Christian calendar. You know what A.D. means? It 

doesnôt mean ñAfter Deathò any more than B.C. means ñBefore Christ,ò but there seem to be plenty of 

people running around believing that. It means Anno Dominus, the Latin for ñIn the Year of Our Lord.ò 

Avonelle Rash, my motherôs mother, was a strong believer in Our Lord, and read her Bible regularly. She 

passed five years ago now, in the Year of Our Lord 2004. She continued a long tradition of Christianity in 

the family. Hers was a more generic Christian faith, but go back a little and youôll find generations of 

Quakers, also known as Friends. Religion played an important part in their lives. Being anti-slavery and 

anti-war, they found themselves unpopular in the southern states, and thatôs part of why our history is tied 

to Iowa. 

Weôll start off with the fundamentals. The nine pages immediately following this introduction comprise a 

single family tree diagram. It shows a rural Union, Iowa farmer named James Dean Rash and his wife 

Hazel Avonelle (Higgason) Rash, and all their descendants as of this writing. After that, weôll delve into 

history and trace Dean and Avonelleôs roots back as far as we can manage. 

The last 14 percent of this book is given over to my fatherôs side: the Faheys, OôNeills and Phinneys. Itôs 

just as detailed as the rest of the book, but considerably fewer people are involved. Thereôs a fascinating 

history there, too, with stories of struggles and hardship, veterans of most wars this country has been in, 

and a concert pianist struck down at age 37 by the Flu Pandemic of 1918. I long debated whether to make 

my fatherôs side into a separate book, but ultimately decided I wanted my niece Katie to have her 

motherôs whole family history in a single volume. 

If you define the complete scope of this book as giving vital statistics about my grandparents and their 

children, then most everything you could want is here. First, the facts: names, birthdates, birthplaces, 

wedding dates, death dates and more. Second, where possible Iôll give you the personal words, stories, 

photos and even maps that surpass the raw data and tell something about a family. Our family. 

If, however, you define the scope of this book as being the complete genealogical story of this family, 

then youôll have to take up where Iôve left off and write new chapters.  

Going back in time, my information falters. I just say, well, this person came to America (or what would 

become America) from such-and-such country in Europe, and if you want to know more then look it up 

for yourself. Iôve done my job, made a nice start for you, now keep going. 

Going forward in timeé Well, thereôs the real problem, isnôt it? I donôt know how much farther I get to 

go forward in time, any more than did my ancestors or my beloved Sue. On the day this book is 

published, Iôll try to make sure it includes all of Dean and Avonelleôs descendants up to that point. After 

that, itôs up to you.  

Keep it going. 

Bob Fahey 

2009 

The humblest of individuals can be transformed by the grandeur of the associations inherited by him ï 

Dean Stanley, 1815-1881 
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More photos of Joyce and 

family starting on page 14. 
 

More about Bettie Higgason on page251. 

 
1938 ïJoyce Rash 

 
Terry Johnson 
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Avonelle Rash with son Jim 

 
Jim Rash 

More photos of Jim and family starting on page 18.
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Clyde Rash 

 
Clyde Rash 

More photos of Clyde and family starting on page 22.
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Barb Rash 

More photos of Barb and family starting on page 25. 
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More photos of Janice and family 

starting on page 28. 

 

Janice Rash, July 1941 
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More photos of Marian 

Jean and family starting 

on page 32. 

 
Marian Jean Rash, July 1941 

 

Marian Jean Rash 
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Sharon Rash 

 
Sharon Rash 

More photos of Sharon and family starting on page 35.




































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































